Two Forces Jonathan Lewls

Inthe fulfillmert of Erasl’s obligation, teo forces were at work,. The first of these was an
gEractive force, symbalized first by the tabernacle and then by the templs in lerusalem. Thess
buildings wer the placss whers God's nams dwelt. They wers holy placss, the hesart of Israsl's
religicus ceramomy and practice. et they wers not intended_just to ssre lsrasl, When Solomon
dedicated the templs, it waas clsar to him that the temple had & wider purposs,

The Bibls reconds several other forsigners who wers attractsd to lwres] becauss ofthe svi-
dence of God's blessing, including Ruth, a Moabits woman, and Maarman the Syrian. Hundreds
of cther urrecorded accounts are evidencad by the tact that on the day of Fentecost thers wers
dervzut men from “every nation under heaven” (Acts 2:5) staying in eruzalem. God's planto
regch the naticrs, howeven, include much maore than a passive attraction.

& second forcs in operation was an active, expansive force which operated to send God's
rmiessage beyond the borders of lsrasl. Some examples of lsmelitss who wers wead to proclaim
Giod's message to other mations include captives such as koseph and exilkes such a Daniel and Es-
ther, Orconsider the prophet lonah, whio was commandsd to preach repentances to Mineveh. ler-
emiah was appointsd &s a " prophst to the natiors,” and it is spsculated that b or other messen-
gers may hiavs traveksd widsly in delivering his many oracles. Mor did God use onlythe grsat in
thiz rols of E=aring His messags. [twas a litk Braslits slave girl who announcsd His healing

poswer b Maarman, the mighty but lsprous captain of the Syrian army

Some might argues that thess casss are exceptions and would point aut that rmary of thess
pople wers captives ar otherwise ministerad against their wills, Howseer, voluntsarizm has
never been the deciding factor in furthering God's mission. God will use His peopls to spresd
Hiz message, whether they are willing agents or not. lsresl's tragic history would have bsen con-
siderably ditfterent if she had bzen a willing instrument of God's redem ptive plan. She was not,
God used captivity and exils both to judge lsrael’s disobsdisnce and to extend her witness be-
yored her borders,

These two dynamic barcss ars also pressnt today, Cnoa global scale, many ars sttracksd to
"Christian” nations becauss of the svidence of God's blessing through material wealth and sta-
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